“Conservation means the greatest good to
the greatest number for the longest time”
- Gifford Pinchot | First Chief of U.S. Forest Service, 1905-1910.
Known as the Father of American Forestry.

© 2016, EcoForesters

What’s Inside?


EcoForesters’ Mission, Vision &
Background
pp. 1-2



Threats to Our Appalachian Forests
pp. 3-4



How We Are Fighting For Forests
pp. 5-6

www.ecoforesters.org



Our “Save Sandy Mush” Campaign
pp. 7-8

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Our Stewardship Services
pp. 9-10



How You Can Help
pp. 11-12

Mail: PO Box 16007
Asheville, NC 28816
Office: 167 Haywood Rd.
Asheville, NC 28806
Phone: (828) 484-6842
Email: info@ecoforesters.org

Rob Lamb │ President
Alex Finkral │ Vice President
Rebekah Robinson │
Treasurer
Haley Gottfried │ Secretary
Josh Kelly
Rusty Painter
Calvin Koonce

ECOFORESTERS STAFF
Rob Lamb │ Interim
Executive Director
Andy Tait │ Director of
EcoForestry
Wade Johnston │ Director of
Mapping & Technology
Jon Shaffer │ Director of
Northeast Forestry &
Ecosystem Services
Gabby Hovvis│ Conservation
Technician

OUR MISSION: EcoForesters is dedicated
to using positive impact forestry and
natural resource education to conserve
and restore natural resilience to our
Appalachian forests.
BACKGROUND: EcoForesters, a 501 (c)(3) charitable
organization, is a new endeavor, fulfilling a much needed
niche in the conservation world. Our focus is on the need
for sustainable forest management and forest restoration,
done strategically and on a large scale.
As professional foresters,
we have the training in
forest ecology and
management to
understand the
conditions of a forest and
its restoration needs. We
can implement active
forest stewardship in a
practical and
comprehensive way,
providing positive impact
Pictured L to R: Andy Tait, Lead Forester &
forestry services to
Rob Lamb, Founder/President
landowners, agencies and
conservation groups that achieve desirable on the ground
results. No other conservation organization is designed for
this purpose.

OUR VISION: Appalachian woodlands will
be transformed into vibrant, healthy, and
diverse forests by positive impact
stewardship decisions for the benefit of
current and future generations.

Coordinated sustainable timber harvests across
three different forested Appalachian properties
Created forest stewardship plans for seven
different Appalachian forestland owners

Provided assistance to more than 20 different
landowners, agencies, & conservation groups

Worked on more than 80,000 acres across the
Appalachian mountains

“Their professional foresters were attentive to our conservation
objectives and respected complex conservation restrictions. Their
philosophy recognizes that forested lands serve multiple purposes to
many different stakeholders.”
- Andrew Kota│Foothills Conservancy of NC

● A HISTORY OF ABUSE &
NEGLECT: Though they have
proven remarkably resilient,
our current Appalachian
forests still bear the scars of
past abuses. Our forests
have a long history of
exploitative practices like
large-scale clear-cutting and
selective harvesting of the largest most valuable trees, severely
diminishing forest health. Consequently, our forests lack much of
their original diversity, majesty and beauty.

● EXOTIC, INVASIVE PESTS: Destructive and invasive exotic
pests, plants and diseases are increasing their stranglehold on
our forests. Ever-growing
populations of nonnative,
invasive pests like oriental
bittersweet, Chinese privet,
emerald ash borer, and
hemlock wooly adelgid are
causing serious, harmful
impacts on the landscape
like: displacing native plant populations, inhibiting the
regeneration of native plants, lost income from infested lands,
decreasing site productivity, altering soil structure and nutrient
cycling, reducing wildlife habitat, and reducing recreational value.

The Appalachian region is expected to lose as much
as 3.7 million acres of forest by the year 2060
- Southern Forest Futures Project, US Forest Service

● URBANIZATION & FRAGMENTATION: The continued
development of Appalachian
forests jeopardizes the
diversity of our native plants
and animals. The expected
forest loss, coupled with the
resulting population growth
and increase in demand for
recreational use will only
place additional pressure on
existing Appalachian plant communities.

● CLIMATE CHANGE : The future uncertainty associated with a
changing climate also raises serious concerns for our Appalachian
forests. Warming
temperatures and changes
in precipitation patterns are
expected to increase the
aggressiveness and worsen
the impact of harmful
insects and diseases, as well
as threaten plant and animal
diversity. The effects of climate change may also encourage the
spread of invasive plants and some estimate the area of
infestation in the US South to increase from 9 million acres to 27
million acres over the next 50 years.

 STEWARDSHIP PLANNING & IMPLEMENTATION: Landowners require
professional support and tools to engage in sustainable forestry
practices. We are committed to
providing these professional
services to plan and implement
positive impact forestry at a fair
rate for landowners. Additionally,
a sustainable future requires
planning at a large scale. Forest
threats do not recognize
boundaries and pose a danger to all forestlands. We plan and
implement stewardship strategies that are comprehensive of an entire
natural area to maintain the diversity and health of the entire forest.

 OUTREACH & EDUCATION: Awareness of the need for active
stewardship among landowners, natural resource professionals, and
the general public is essential to
creating long-term forest
sustainability. At EcoForesters,
we want to equip people with
the knowledge and skills to keep
forests healthy and resilient to
threats like invasive species and
climate change. We do this by
offering informative and fun
outreach programs that engage the public on forest stewardship issues,
like our Forest Stewardship Tours.

Our approach utilizes four key elements: 1) stewardship planning &
implementation, 2) outreach & education, 3) collaboration &
partnerships, 4) development & utilization of new information,
practices & technology.

 COLLABORATION & PARTNERSHIPS: In order to promote our
education and stewardship goals,
we must partner and collaborate
with others who share the same
values and conservation
philosophy. We strive to partner
with and promote the work of
professional foresters that share
our vision for forest restoration
and sustainability. We are also
committed to collaborating with conservation and land protection
groups to ensure that stewardship efforts are implemented in a
strategic way and at a landscape scale.

 DEVELOPMENT & UTILIZATION OF NEW INFORMATION, PRACTICES &
TECHNOLOGY: EcoForesters believes that new technologies allow for
more capabilities to achieve longterm stewardship objectives on
the ground. We seek to utilize,
develop and implement state of
the art forestry practices and
mapping technology to monitor,
sustain, and promote the natural
health of Appalachian forests.

Without EcoForesters’ approach to active stewardship
and conservation, our treasured forests will sadly
succumb to the ongoing impacts of invasive species,
climate change and unsustainable forest management.

A great example of our mission in action is our “Save
Sandy Mush” campaign. Sandy Mush is a high
priority conservation area occupying approximately
51,000 acres within the Southern Appalachian region
and only 20 minutes from Asheville, North Carolina.
Sandy Mush is representative of what is occurring to
forestland throughout the Appalachians. It is a
ground zero for the future of our forests, where
unsustainable management, degraded forests, and a
suite of invasive species threatens to transform
productive and diverse forestland into ecological
wastelands of invasive plants.
Currently, there is a lack of communication, planning,
and coordinated management efforts among natural
resource stakeholders to effectively deal with
problem. Through our Save Sandy Mush Campaign,
we will work with stakeholder groups to develop and
implement a long-term landscape scale, strategic
forest restoration plan for Sandy Mush.

EcoForesters aims to transform Sandy Mush’s woodlands into more
vibrant, healthy, and diverse forests, where landowners have the
knowledge and tools available to make positive impact stewardship
decisions.

The impact of success in Sandy Mush will have far
reaching effects. No longer will Sandy Mush be a
significant source for invasive plants to spread to
private and public forestlands throughout the region.
More importantly, success allows us and other
conservation organizations to replicate our efforts in
other communities and forest ecosystems that are
equally in need of positive impact stewardship and
forest restoration.

Forest Consultation Services


General Consulting Services



Forest Assessment



Forest Inventory



Timber Appraisal



Forest Stewardship
Planning



Timber
Management



Forest Carbon Evaluation

Forest Conservation & Restoration Services


Wildlife Habitat
Improvement



Invasive Species
Control



Conservation
Easement Baseline
& Monitoring
Reports

EcoForesters offers a variety of positive impact forest
stewardship services aimed to assist forestland owners with
the sustainable management of their forests.
GIS Mapping & Analysis Services


High Quality GIS Mapping



Forest Structure Modeling



Spatial & Temporal Analysis



Story Maps

We specialize in providing positive impact forestry services to
landowners that achieve desirable on the ground results. Our
professional services can help forestland owners:


Improve forest health & diversity



Protect water quality
Increase wildlife habitat




Enhance aesthetics

Save up to 90% on property taxes


Earn financial income

LET ECOFORESTERS HELP YOU MANAGE YOUR FOREST:
Our stewardship approach will improve the condition of your
forests and make them
more resistant to potential
threats, ensuring future
forest productivity, and
restoring healthy forest
conditions. Contact us
today by phone at (828)
484-6842, or by email at
info@ecoforesters.org to learn more!

JOIN US ON OUR FOREST STEWARDSHIP TOUR: At least
twice a year, we hold FREE forest stewardship tours for
landowners to show them how positive impact forestry can
help them achieve their management goals, while
maintaining the natural integrity of their forests. This is a
great chance to join other forest landowners, get your
questions answered by experienced forestry professionals
and learn how EcoForesters can help you leave your family a
lasting forest legacy. To register for our next tour or to find
out more, contact us today at info@ecoforesters.org or (828)
484-6842.

We need your help educating others about the serious threats
facing our forests and how positive impact forest stewardship
can ensure their long-lasting health for future generations!
DONATE TO ECOFORESTERS: EcoForesters is a 501 (c)(3)
charitable organization and all donations and excess revenue goes
directly towards our mission of protecting and conserving our
Appalachian forests. We rely on donations to fund a number of our
mission driven efforts that the fee we charge for our stewardship
services cannot provide. Your much needed donation will help us
expand our educational efforts, implement positive stewardship
practices on conservation properties, and realize landscape scale
forest restoration. With your help, we can restore our forests for
the benefit of current and future generations.

$15

A gift of $15 allows us to host one person on
one of our Stewardship Tours

$40

A gift of $40 allows us to buy enough herbicide
to treat 1 acre of invasive, infested forest

$100

A gift of $100 allows us to spend an entire day
surveying forest health on conservation lands

TO MAKE YOUR TAX DECUTIBLE DONATION, GO TO
WWW.ECOFORESTERS.ORG & CLICK “DONATE NOW” TO
MAKE A SECURE ONLINE GIFT, OR YOU MAY SEND A CHECK
TO: PO BOX 16007, ASHEVILLE, NC 28816

